
3rd Battalion (OCS) 11th Infantry Brigade 
ATTN: S-3, Hall of Fame Action Officer 
6510 McVeigh Drive, Bldg 76 
Fort Moore, GA 31905 

7 November 2024 

Dear Sir, 

It is with great honor that I nominate Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Charity Adams for 
induction into the OCS Hall of Fame for Superior Meritorious Service.  LTC Adams 
graduated from Class One, U.S. Army's Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) Officer 
Candidate School at Fort Des Moines, Iowa 29 August 1942 as the first African 
American officer in the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (later WACs). 

In March 1945 LTC Adams was appointed the commanding officer of the first battalion 
of African American women, the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion. They were 
stationed first in Birmingham, England then three months later moved to Rouen, France, 
and then to Paris. They were responsible for the delivery of mail to over seven million 
soldiers during World War II. 

By the completion of the war, Lieutenant Colonel Adams was the highest ranking 
African American woman in the military.  

After her service in the Army, she earned a master's degree in psychology from Ohio 
State University. Next she worked at the Veterans Administration in Cleveland, Ohio, 
but soon left to teach at the Miller Academy of Fine Arts. She moved to Nashville and 
was the director of student personnel at Tennessee A&I College. She then moved to 
Georgia and became the director of student personnel and assistant professor of 
education at Georgia State College. Later she served on the Board of Trustees at 
Sinclair Community College in Dayton, Ohio. Dayton Public Schools also named one of 
their schools the "Charity Adams Earley Girls Academy" in her honor. 

On April 27, 2023 Fort Lee, Virginia was renamed Fort Gregg-Adams after Lieutenant 
General Arthur J. Gregg (an OCS Graduate and in the OCS Hall of Fame) and 
Lieutenant Colonel Charity Adams Early. 

LTC (Ret) Adams is qualified for the OCS Hall of Fame for Superior Meritorious Service. 

Sincerely, 

Randy C. Dunham 

Artillery OCS Class 10-69 
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Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Charity Adams 

Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Charity Adams is being inducted into the OCS Hall of Fame for 
Superior Meritorious Service. 

LTC Adams enlisted in the U.S. Army's Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) in July 
1942. She was selected to attend the first WAAC Officer Candidate School at Fort Des 
Moines, Iowa graduating 29 August 1942 as the first African American officer in the 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (later WACs). 

In December 1944, LTC Adams led the only battalion of African American WACs to 
serve overseas in WW II. They were stationed first in Birmingham, England then three 
months later moved to Rouen, France, and then to Paris. They were responsible for the 
delivery of mail to over seven million soldiers during World War II. 

By the completion of the war, Lieutenant Colonel Adams was the highest ranking African 
American woman in the military. 

On April 27, 2023 Fort Lee, Virginia was renamed Fort Gregg-Adams after Lieutenant 
General Arthur J Gregg (also an OCS Graduate and in the OCS Hall of Fame) and 
Lieutenant Colonel Charity Adams Early. 



Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Charity Adams



Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Charity Adams 

Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Charity Adams enlisted in the U.S. Army's Women's Army 
Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) in July 1942. She was selected to attend the first WAAC Officer 
Candidate School at Fort Des Moines, Iowa graduating 29 August 1942 as the first 
African American woman to be an officer in the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (later 
WACs). 

At the time, the U.S. Army was still segregated, so she was placed in a company with 
fellow female African American women officers and was assigned to be the training 
supervisor at base headquarters. In 1944 she was reassigned as the Training Center 
control officer in charge of improving efficiency and job training as well as other 
responsibilities, such as surveying and summary court officer (handling women's minor 
offenses). 

In December 1944, LTC Adams led the only company of African American WACs to 
serve overseas. They were initially stationed in Birmingham, England where she was 
put in charge of a postal directory service unit and also was tasked with raising the 
morale of women. Adams achieved this by creating beauty parlors for the women to 
relax and socialize. 

In March 1945 LTC Adams was appointed the commanding officer of the first battalion 
of African American women, the 6888th Central Postal Directory Battalion. They were 
stationed first in Birmingham, England then three months later moved to Rouen, France, 
and then to Paris. They were responsible for the delivery of mail to over seven million 
soldiers during World War II. 

By the completion of the war, Lieutenant Colonel Adams was the highest ranking African 
American woman in the military. 

After her service in the Army, she earned a master's degree in psychology from Ohio 
State University. Next she worked at the Veterans Administration in Cleveland, Ohio, but 
soon left to teach at the Miller Academy of Fine Arts. She moved to Nashville and was 
the director of student personnel at Tennessee A&I College. She then moved to Georgia 
and became the director of student personnel and assistant professor of education at 
Georgia State College. Later she served on the Board of Trustees at Sinclair 
Community College in Dayton, Ohio. Dayton Public Schools also named one of their 
schools the "Charity Adams Earley Girls Academy" in her honor. 

LTC Adams devoted much of her post-war life to community service. She served on the 
Board of Directors of Dayton Power and Light, the Dayton Metro Housing Authority, the 
Dayton Opera Company, the Board of Governors of the American Red Cross, and the 
Board of Trustees of Sinclair Community College. She volunteered for United Way, the 
United Negro College Fund, the Urban League, and the YWCA. She also co-directed 
the Black Leadership Development Program. 



LTC Adams received many honors and awards, including a Woman of the Year from the 
National Council of Negro Women in 1946, the Top Ten Women of the Miami Valley 
Dayton Daily News in 1965, and Service to the Community Award from the Ohio State 
Senate in 1989. In 1987, she received the Senior Citizens Gold Watch Award. She was 
listed on the Smithsonian Institution's 110 most important historical Black women list, 
Black Women Against the Odds, in 1982. She was inducted into the Ohio Women's Hall 
of Fame in 1979 and the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame in 1993. She was also inducted 
into the South Carolina Black Hall of Fame and named citizen of the year.  

On April 27, 2023 Fort Lee, Virginia was renamed Fort Gregg-Adams after Lieutenant 
General Arthur J Gregg (also an OCS Graduate and in the OCS Hall of Fame) and 
Lieutenant Colonel Charity Adams Early. 

• From Wikipedia 






