
COL George A. Bannon Class 1-67 

COL George A. Bannon began his military career as an enlisted soldier in 1966 when he 

entered the U.S. Army. After completing Basic Combat Training and Advanced 

Individual Training, where he trained as an Artillery Fire Direction Specialist, he 

attended the Artillery Officer Candidate School (OCS) at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and was 

commissioned as a second lieutenant on 17 December 1966 in Class 1-67. 

COL Bannon then served three years in the 1st Battalion, 81st Artillery, a nuclear-capable 

Pershing Missile battalion in Wackernheim, Federal Republic of Germany; as Platoon 

Leader and Battery Executive Officer in Battery B, Commander of Battery C and 

Assistant Battalion Operations Officer (Asst S-3). His next assignment was in Vietnam 

with the 2nd Battalion, 11th Field Artillery, a 155mm towed howitzer battalion of the 

101st Airborne Division (Airmobile), as Fire Direction Officer, Commander of 

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, Commander of Service Battery, and S-4 

(Logistics Officer). His final assignment was with the 101st Airborne Division as 

Assistant Division Artillery S-4, after which he left active duty. 

Following active duty, COL Bannon had a civilian career in retail operations and 

logistics, during which he served in the 50th Armored Division of the New Jersey Army 

National Guard, as well as in several Army Reserve units in Pennsylvania and Texas. 

During his National Guard service, COL Bannon served as Battalion Liaison Officer, 

Intelligence Officer (S-2), Operations Officer (S-3), Executive Officer, and  Commander 

of the 4th Battalion, 112th Field Artillery (8” self-propelled) in Lawrenceville, New Jersey; 

Battalion Commander of the 1st Battalion, 112th Field Artillery (155mm self-propelled) in 

Cherry Hill, New Jersey; and Assistant S-3, S-3, and Executive Officer of the 

50th Armored Division Artillery. Due to civilian employment, COL Bannon relocated to 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and transferred from the New Jersey Army National Guard to 

the Army Reserve where he commanded the 479th Field Artillery Brigade (USAR), 

headquartered in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, with units in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and West 

Virginia. 

COL Bannon is a graduate of Rider College, the Field Artillery Officer Advanced Course, 

Command and General Staff College, the Logistics Management Development Course, 

and other military schools. 

His military awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service 

Medal (2nd award), Army Commendation Medal (2nd award), Army Achievement Medal, 

Good Conduct Medal, Army Reserve Component Achievement Medal (4th award) and 

other service and campaign awards. 


