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William D. Beals        62-43 

First Lieutenant, U.S. Army Air 

Forces 

Service # 1179509 

Headquarters Squadron                                       

7th Bomber Group, Heavy  

Entered the Service from: New Jersey 

Died: 22-Mar-1945 

Missing in Action or Buried at Sea 

Tablets of the Missing at Manila American Cemetery 

Manila, Philippines  

Awards: Air Medal, Purple Heart 
  

 

He was flying as an observer on B-24J #42-73437 assigned to the 10th Air Force, 7th 

Bombardment Group, 9th Bombardment Squadron. They were flying as part of a group of                      

planes to bomb targets on Great Coco Island in the Indian Ocean. Moderate anti-aircraft fire               

was encountered and Beals' plane was hit. The plane winged over to the right and went almost 

vertically into the ocean. There were no survivors. Because his body was not recovered, he is                   

listed on the Tablets of the Missing. 

 

 



   
           

  
 


