
CPT Ronald M. Chatelain: Class 17-67 

 
The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918 

(amended by act of July 25, 1963), takes pleasure in presenting the Distinguished Service 

Cross to Captain (Field Artillery) Ronald M. Chatelain, United States Army, for 

extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict with an 

armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with Headquarters and 

Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion (Mechanized), 5th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division. 

 

Captain Chatelain distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 14 June 

1969 while serving as a forward observer in support of an ambush patrol engaged with an 

enemy force on the Bau Dieu Peninsula. After Captain Chatelain had directed fire on the 

hostile positions from his helicopter and had succeeded in silencing the enemy, his craft 

landed to take aboard casualties. Just as the aircraft set down, it was struck by rocket-

propelled grenade fire. Despite his own wounds, Captain Chatelain immediately began 

helping the more seriously wounded crew members to safety. Organizing the remnant of 

the patrol into a defensive perimeter, he called in and adjusted gunship fire on the hostile 

positions. He then supervised the medical evacuation of his wounded comrades and 

directed his men to unleash a barrage of rifle fire on the enemy until a relief unit arrived. 

Captain Chatelain's extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty were in keeping with the 

highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, 

and the United States Army.  

 

General Orders: Headquarters, U.S. Army, Vietnam, General Orders No. 3311 (August 29, 

1969) 
 

 

 


