" st Armored Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division @
February 16, 2018- @

The 3rd Infantry Division had 13 Medal of Honor recipients from the Korean War. 2LT Darwin Kyle
was posthumously awarded his for actions on this date in 1951.

During fighting near Hill 185, 2LT Kyle twice led assaults against fortified enemy positions, killing
at least seven enemy soldiers with his bayonet, nfle, and grenades.

2LT Kyle, who received both a Bronze Star and Silver Star during World War |l, began the Korean

War as a Master Sergeant but received a battlefield commission several months before he was
killed.

Camp Kyle, Korea, which closed in 2005, was named after 2LT Kyle.
#Raidershirst #31D #ROTM #RetumtotheROK
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Darwin Kyle
in the Kentucky, U.S., Birth Index, 1911-1999

& Savedto: Kyle, Darwin Keith in tree "Kyle Family Tree" Remove

Name: Darwin Kyle

Document
s =1 '—l

from ﬁglChglf Mother's Name: Pearl Keffer

Birth Place: Letcher, Kentucky, USA

Volume Number: 064

r information
# Add or update informatio Certificate Number: 31524

A Report a problem VolumeYear: 1921

Save v Cancel

Source Information
Ancestry.com. Kentucky, U.S., Birth Index, 1811-1999 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com
Operations Inc., 20086,

Original data: Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives. Kentucky Birth, Marriage, and Death
Databases: Births 1911-1998, Frankfort, Kentucky: Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives.

Description

This database is an index to births recorded in the U.S. state of Kentucky between 1911 and 1999,
Information contained in this index includes the following: name, gender, race, birth date, birthplace,
and parents' names. Learn more...
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Kanawha County Clerk’s Office

State of West Virginia, County of Kanawha, To-wit:

L PAUL E WEHRLE, Clerk of .ae County Court of Kanawha County, In the Siate ol West
Virginia, DO CERTIFY, thot on examination ol the Marriage Register of said County, of which
by law, | am legal custodian. [ find that

___Darwin K, Kyle Age 23 .4 Betty Allce Totten Age 18 were
" sorn in Kentucky Born in west Yirginia

married insald Countyonthe. . 15th,  dayof . _ July, 1944
by.... . Rev, H, K. Crowder

IN WITNESE WHEREOF, | hereunlo s+t my hand and affix the Seal

of the said Court, thia 20PN ¢ August,

A8 adimmhe  IOCA, s of sald State.
PAUL E. WEHRLE, Clerk,
Kanawha County Court.

Book 13 P 261 By W, Deputy.
f
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West \’Tirginia

Veterans Memorial

Remember...

Darwin Keith Kyle
1921-1951

"He was the bravest man I ever saw."

Sgt. James Yeomans

Darwin Keith Kyle was born June 1, 1921, in Jenkins, Kentucky, to Charles and Pearl Keffer Kyle.
Darwin's mother was born and raised in Midway, West Virginia. She and her husband moved to
Jenkins during World War I where Charles worked for a brief time. It was during their stay in Kentucky
that Darwin, who was called "Gus," was born. The family returned to West Virginia when Gus was very
young, and he grew up and received his education in Midway, located in the Big Coal River area of
Boone County.

B e D e LT —pp—

On July 15, 1944, Gus Kyle married Betty Alice Totten, and the couple
became the parents of two daughters, Donna Kay and Nancy Carol.

T
Marriage Certificate for Darwin and
Betty Kyle

Gus Kyle's military service spanned both World War II and Korea. During World War II, he was
credited with single-handedly carrying out an operation in which several tanks were destroyed and
which saved the lives of several comrades. He was awarded the Silver Star and the Bronze Star.

After hostilities broke out in Korea, Master Sgt. Darwin Kyle, with
Company K, 7th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, proved his valor
again. In December 1950, Kyle directed removal of the wounded from the
Hungnam beachhead while under fire and was recognized for his gallantry.
He received a battlefield commission as a lieutenant, his lieutenant bars
being presented by Lt. Gen. Matthew B. Ridgeway. He also was awarded
the Bronze Star and the Silver Star. On February 16, 1951, Lieutenant
Kyle was leading an attack on Hill 185, and during this charge his platoon
came under heavy enemy fire. At one point Kyle charged the position and
Hungnam during December 1950 was killed by submachine fire. For his gallantry and self-sacrifice Lt.

evacuation Darwin Kyle was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, the citation
Courtesy Naval Historical Center stating:



http://www.wvculture.org/history/wvmemory/vets/kyledarwin/kyledarwin02.jpg
http://www.wvculture.org/history/wvmemory/vets/kyledarwin/kyledarwin03.jpg

When his platoon had been pinned down by intense fire, he completely exposed himself to
move among and encourage his men to continue the advance against enemy forces strongly
entrenched on Hill 185. Inspired by his courageous leadership, the platoon resumed the
advance but was again pinned down when an enemy machinegun opened fire, wounding six
of the men. Lieutenant Kyle immediately charged the hostile emplacement alone, engaged
the crew in hand-to-hand combat, killing all three. Continuing on toward the objective, his
platoon suddenly received an intense automatic-weapons fire from a well-concealed hostile
position on its right flank. Again leading his men in a daring bayonet charge against this
position, firing his carbine and throwing grenades, Lieutenant Kyle personally destroyed
four of the enemy before he was killed by a burst from an enemy submachinegun.

The body of Lt. Darwin "Gus' Kyle was returned to the United States and on September 27, 1951, was
buried in Sunset Memorial Park in South Charleston.

In 1955, a new school in South Charleston was named Kyle Elementary School in his honor. In May
1996 a bridge in Madison was dedicated in memory of Darwin Kyle with a ceremony attended by his
sister Mable Foster and brother William.

Honor...

DARWIN K KYLE

West Virginia Archives and History welcomes any additional information that can be provided about
these veterans, including photographs, family names, letters and other relevant personal history.



Darwin Kyle

Medal of Honor recipient Darwin Keith Kyle (June 1, 1918-February 16, 1951) was born
in Jenkins, Kentucky, and raised in Midway, Boone County. He enlisted in the Army in
1939. During World War II, he fought in France and Germany, earning both the Silver
and Bronze stars.

After his discharge in August 1945, Kyle returned to West Virginia. He reenlisted in the
Army in July 1947 and was assigned to the 6th Infantry Division in Korea as part of the
occupation force. When the Korean War broke out in June 1950, Master Sergeant Kyle
was assigned to Fort Devens, Massachusetts. In September 1950, Kyle’s unit,
Company K, 7th Infantry Regiment, 3d Infantry Division, was sent to Korea. During the
retreat at the port city of Hungnam in December 1950, Kyle was credited with moving
injured men to safety while under gunfire. For his heroism and leadership abilities, Kyle
received a battlefield promotion to second lieutenant in January 1951.

On February 16, 1951, the new platoon leader was given orders to remove Chinese
defenders from their position near Kamil-ni northeast of Suwon. In an intense exchange
between the American and Chinese forces, Kyle took out one emplacement with a
grenade and killed the three-man crew. He killed four enemy soldiers in hand-to-hand
combat until he was shot and killed.

Kyle was buried in Sunset Memorial Park Cemetery in South Charleston on September
27, 1951. His widow, Betty Kyle, and two daughters, received his posthumous Medal of
Honor on January 16, 1952. A school in South Charleston was named in his honor in
1955, and in May 1996, a bridge at Madison was named the Lt. Darwin K. Kyle
Memorial Bridge.

This Article was written by Henry Franklin Tribe
Last Revised on October 12, 2018



https://www.wvencyclopedia.org/authors/600
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Darwin K Kyle

in the U.S., World War Il Hospital Admission Card Files, 1942-1954

" Savedto: Kyle, Darwin Keith in tree "Kyle Family Tree"

Name:

No Image
Text-only collection

Diagnosis:

A\ Report a problem

Type of Discharge:
Length of service:

Service Number:

Admission Date:

Discharge Date:

Remove

Darwin K Kyle
Aug 1944
1944

SecondDiagnosis: (1) Wound
infection, trivial, not elsewhere
classified or (2) Wound infection,
trivial, not elsewhere classified,
or not specified as to degree”;
CausativeAgent: Blast or
Explosion, Not Elsewhere
Classified

Duty
No entry made

06987590
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Find others who are researching Darwin
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List of Officers receiving Battlefield Commissions (confirmed) and later Killed in Action During the Korean War

NAME SERIAL # RANK DATE OF DEATH
MAIRICH MARK W 2262058 SECOND LIEUTENANT 5/18/1951
RAMPENDAHL DIETER 2262063 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/7/1951
HARRIS CLARENCE A 2262079 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/4/1951
ROMERO GILBERT J 2262080 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/14/1951
LAND JOHN F 2262115 FIRST LIEUTENANT 2/6/1951
SJODIN JOHN R 2262120 FIRST LIEUTENANT 1/1/1951 MOH
ADAMS WILLIAM R 2262254 FIRST LIEUTENANT 11/30/1950
ENGLISH LEMUEL L 2262261 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/27/1950
KRAWCION NICK 2262262 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/7/1950
OSBORNE HAROLD H 2262263 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/26/1950
LEE ELVIN M 2262281 SECOND LIEUTENANT 10/30/1950
TAYLOR MARVIN E 2262287 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/16/1951
BOWSHIER RONALD C 2262291 SECOND LIEUTENANT 12/2/1950
NIXON CHARLES L 2262303 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/29/1951
GANDY JOHN E 2262309 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/26/1950
CLAYTON DALLAS E 2262318 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/30/1950
BARBEY JOHN C 2262324 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/12/1951
CROCKETT JOHN O 2262332 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/28/1950
HORNUNG FREDERICK 2262333 FIRST LIEUTENANT 11/25/1950
KELLY CARL L 2262336 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/12/1951
SMITH ALBERT W 2262340 FIRST LIEUTENANT 11/30/1950
SMITH JOSEPH W 2262370 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/27/1950
HARVEY GEORGE W 2262406 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/15/1951
WILLIAMS GERALD F 2262412 SECOND LIEUTENANT 1/10/1951
COLTON EDWARD A 2262604 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/25/1951
KYLE DARWIN K 2262608 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/16/1951 MOH
LE BLANC GERALD C 2262609 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/25/1951
MOSS LAWRENCE D 2262677 FIRST LIEUTENANT 2/9/1951
LOVETT LEROY 2262763 FIRST LIEUTENANT 11/25/1951
BOYLE THOMAS D 2262789 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/23/1951
HANSEN JOHN L 2262816 SECOND LIEUTENANT 3/12/1951
TEMPLIN WILLIAM E 2262827 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/17/1951
CUOZZO PAUL A 2262850 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/6/1951
MAHONEY EDWIN F 2262880 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/16/1951
LEE JASPER W 2262881 SECOND LIEUTENANT 5/24/1951
SMITH WILLARD E 2262917 FIRST LIEUTENANT 3/25/1953
ATWOOD VIRGIL M 2262952 SECOND LIEUTENANT 6/3/1951
BURKE DOYLE J 2262982 SECOND LIEUTENANT 5/28/1951
SAWYER KENNETH E 2263011 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/16/1951
BOXLER ALVIN A 2263050 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/9/1951
MARTINSON ODVIN A 2263070 SECOND LIEUTENANT 7/6/1951
HEADLEY VERDUN E 2263087 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/8/1951
BALL DALE E 2263155 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/8/1951
SUDUT JEROME A 2263203 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/12/1951
HANSEN ANDREW G JR 2263214 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/21/1951
SHICK CHAUNCEY E 2263266 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/8/1951
BUTTON LEONARD W 2263284 FIRST LIEUTENANT 5/13/1953
LARSON JASON C 2263554 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/16/1952
COLLIER ROGERS B 2263556 FIRST LIEUTENANT 9/27/1952
COINER RANDALL E 2263765 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/16/1953




Darwin K Kyle

in the U.S., Korean War Casualties, 1950-1957

Kyle, Darwin Keith in tree "Kyle Family Tree"

Mame:
Birth Date:
:tion
j Race:
Haome State:
m

Casualty Country:

Casualty Type:

Group:

Branch:
Component:

Rank:

Pay Grade:
Disposed Date:
Disposed Place:
Organization:
Element Sequence:
Unit #:

Service Occupation:

Casualty Date:

Remove

Darwin K Kyle
1918

White

West Virginia
16 Feb 1951
South Korea

Killed in Action OR Missing in
Action, KIA

KIA or Missing in Action, KIA
Infantry

Organized Reserve Corps (ORC)
2nd Lieutenant

Second Lieutenant

16 Feb 1951

South Korea

In Div - 3rd

Cv Div Cav Regt Inf

0007

Field Communications Chief
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Headquarters 3D Infantry Division

APO 468

General Orders 29 Mar 1951

Number - 81

| -- AWARD OF THE SOLDIER'S MEDAL -- By direction of the president under the
provisions of the act of congress approved 2 July 1926 (WD Bulletin 8, 1926),
and pursuant to authority contained in Army Regulations 600-45, the Soldier's
Medal for heroism not involving actual conflict with an enemy is awarded the
following-named officer:

SECOND LIEUTENANT (then MASTER SERGEANT) DARWIN K. KYLE, 02262608,
Infantry, Company "K", 7th Infantry, 3d Infantry Division, United States Army. On
24 December 1950, during the final stages of the evacuation of the beachhead of
Hungnam, Korea, a tremendous explosion of an ammunition dump sprayed the
area with shrapnel and white phosphorous. Many of the men boarding landing
crafts were wounded and all were stunned by the explosion and the concussion
that followed. Lieutenant Kyle, quickly regaining his senses and with utter
disregard for his own personal safety, restored order and directed the removal
of the wounded. One of the landing crafts had been hit and the rudder
mechanism completely destroyed. Fearlessly, Lieutenant Kyle returned to the
beachhead inferno to find tools and materials. Constantly endangered by
succeeding explosions, he was able to effect emergency repairs and guide the
craft away from the flaming beach, shortly before the beach was rocked by an
explosion which would have destroyed the craft if it had remained. The courage,
initiative, and concern for his comrades displayed by Lieutenant Kyle saved
many lives and reflect great credit upon himself and the military service.
Entered the military service from the State of West Virginia.




Headquarters 103d Infantry Division

Office of the Commanding General

APO470, U.S.Army

6 February 1945

General Orders

Number - 53

I--AWARD OF SILVER STAR. Under the provisions of Army Regulation 600-45, 22
September 1943, as ammended, the Silver Star is awarded following named
individual:

Sergeant Darwin K. Kyle, 6987590, (then Private First Class), Infantry, Company
"L", 411th Infantry Regiment. For gallantry in action. During the early morning
hours of 19 January 1945, in the vicinity of , France, Private Kyle, was subjected
to intense enemy small arms, mortar, artillery, and 20 millimeter automatic
weapon fire. Private Kyle, observing that six of our supporting tanks had been
disabled by direct fire of the enemy, quickly grabbed a rocket launcher and
crawled toward the enemy emplacement. From an advantageous position he
commanded direct observation on the hostile strongpoint. He accurately fired
three rounds into the enemy emplacement, knocking out the gun and Killing the
crew. As a result of this action, tanks were able to enter the town and the
company was materially assisted in its subsequent withdrawal. Private Kyle's
exemplary fortitude and gallant actions were in accordance with the highest
traddition of military service.
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Darwin "Gus™ Keith Kyle was born on June 1, 1921 in Jenkins, Kentucky. Kyle
joined the Army from Racine, West Virginia in November 1939.

A Master Sergeant at the beginning of the Korean War, "Gus” received a battlefield commission
and the Soldier's Medal during the evacuation of Marines from Hungnam.

On February 16, 1951, near Kamil-ni, Korea, when Kyle's platoon had been pinned down by
intense fire, he completely exposed himself to move among and encourage his men to continue
the advance against enemy forces strongly entrenched on Hill 185. Inspired by his courageous
leadership, the platoon resumed the advance but was again pinned down when an enemy
machine gun opened fire, wounding 6 of the men.

Kyle immediately charged the hostile emplacement alone, engaged the crew in hand-to-hand
combat, killing all 3. Continuing on toward the objective, his platoon suddenly received an intense
automatic-weapons fire from a well-concealed hostile position on its right flank. Again leading his
men in a daring bayonet charge against this position, firing his carbine and throwing grenades,
Kyle personally destroyed 4 of the enemy before he was killed by a burst from an enemy sub-
machine gun.

Darwin Kyle is buried at the Sunset Memorial Park in South Charleston, West Virginia.
The US. Army named a camp after Kyle, Camp Kyle, near Uijeongbu, South Korea.

Visit the museum and see a tribute to Kyle's brave actions. The Hall of Valor pays tribute to
American Infantrymen who have received the Medal of Honor, our nation’s highest award for
bravery.
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DISCHARGED U. S. ARMY 8715/Z5 (Honorable) S

SERIAL NUMBER | 1. Name (Print) ORDER NUMBER
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LT. DARWIN K. KYLE

This Congressional Medal of Honor
winner fought in Korean War. Born
in Jenkins, June 1918, Second Lt.
Kyle in U.S. Army with Co. K. 7th
Inf. Regt., 3d Inf. Div. Lt. Kyle
rallled his men amid Intensive
fighting to renew attacks on enemy
machine~gun positions. He Killed
7 men in £ assaults, then was slain
by enemy fire, February 16, 195l
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