












 

 

Remember... 

Darwin Keith Kyle 
1921-1951 

"He was the bravest man I ever saw." 

Sgt. James Yeomans 

Darwin Keith Kyle was born June 1, 1921, in Jenkins, Kentucky, to Charles and Pearl Keffer Kyle. 
Darwin's mother was born and raised in Midway, West Virginia. She and her husband moved to 
Jenkins during World War I where Charles worked for a brief time. It was during their stay in Kentucky 
that Darwin, who was called "Gus," was born. The family returned to West Virginia when Gus was very 
young, and he grew up and received his education in Midway, located in the Big Coal River area of 
Boone County. 

On July 15, 1944, Gus Kyle married Betty Alice Totten, and the couple 

became the parents of two daughters, Donna Kay and Nancy Carol. 

 
Marriage Certificate for Darwin and 

Betty Kyle 

Gus Kyle's military service spanned both World War II and Korea. During World War II, he was 
credited with single-handedly carrying out an operation in which several tanks were destroyed and 
which saved the lives of several comrades. He was awarded the Silver Star and the Bronze Star. 

 
Hungnam during December 1950 

evacuation 
Courtesy Naval Historical Center 

After hostilities broke out in Korea, Master Sgt. Darwin Kyle, with 

Company K, 7th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry Division, proved his valor 
again. In December 1950, Kyle directed removal of the wounded from the 
Hungnam beachhead while under fire and was recognized for his gallantry. 
He received a battlefield commission as a lieutenant, his lieutenant bars 

being presented by Lt. Gen. Matthew B. Ridgeway. He also was awarded 
the Bronze Star and the Silver Star. On February 16, 1951, Lieutenant 

Kyle was leading an attack on Hill 185, and during this charge his platoon 
came under heavy enemy fire. At one point Kyle charged the position and 
was killed by submachine fire. For his gallantry and self-sacrifice Lt. 
Darwin Kyle was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, the citation 
stating: 
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When his platoon had been pinned down by intense fire, he completely exposed himself to 
move among and encourage his men to continue the advance against enemy forces strongly 
entrenched on Hill 185. Inspired by his courageous leadership, the platoon resumed the 
advance but was again pinned down when an enemy machinegun opened fire, wounding six 
of the men. Lieutenant Kyle immediately charged the hostile emplacement alone, engaged 

the crew in hand-to-hand combat, killing all three. Continuing on toward the objective, his 
platoon suddenly received an intense automatic-weapons fire from a well-concealed hostile 
position on its right flank. Again leading his men in a daring bayonet charge against this 
position, firing his carbine and throwing grenades, Lieutenant Kyle personally destroyed 
four of the enemy before he was killed by a burst from an enemy submachinegun. 

The body of Lt. Darwin "Gus' Kyle was returned to the United States and on September 27, 1951, was 
buried in Sunset Memorial Park in South Charleston. 

In 1955, a new school in South Charleston was named Kyle Elementary School in his honor. In May 

1996 a bridge in Madison was dedicated in memory of Darwin Kyle with a ceremony attended by his 
sister Mable Foster and brother William. 

Honor... 

 

West Virginia Archives and History welcomes any additional information that can be provided about 
these veterans, including photographs, family names, letters and other relevant personal history. 



Darwin Kyle 

 
 
Medal of Honor recipient Darwin Keith Kyle (June 1, 1918-February 16, 1951) was born 
in Jenkins, Kentucky, and raised in Midway, Boone County. He enlisted in the Army in 
1939. During World War II, he fought in France and Germany, earning both the Silver 
and Bronze stars. 

After his discharge in August 1945, Kyle returned to West Virginia. He reenlisted in the 
Army in July 1947 and was assigned to the 6th Infantry Division in Korea as part of the 
occupation force. When the Korean War broke out in June 1950, Master Sergeant Kyle 
was assigned to Fort Devens, Massachusetts. In September 1950, Kyle’s unit, 
Company K, 7th Infantry Regiment, 3d Infantry Division, was sent to Korea. During the 
retreat at the port city of Hungnam in December 1950, Kyle was credited with moving 
injured men to safety while under gunfire. For his heroism and leadership abilities, Kyle 
received a battlefield promotion to second lieutenant in January 1951. 

On February 16, 1951, the new platoon leader was given orders to remove Chinese 
defenders from their position near Kamil-ni northeast of Suwon. In an intense exchange 
between the American and Chinese forces, Kyle took out one emplacement with a 
grenade and killed the three-man crew. He killed four enemy soldiers in hand-to-hand 
combat until he was shot and killed. 

Kyle was buried in Sunset Memorial Park Cemetery in South Charleston on September 
27, 1951. His widow, Betty Kyle, and two daughters, received his posthumous Medal of 
Honor on January 16, 1952. A school in South Charleston was named in his honor in 
1955, and in May 1996, a bridge at Madison was named the Lt. Darwin K. Kyle 
Memorial Bridge. 

This Article was written by Henry Franklin Tribe 
Last Revised on October 12, 2018 
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List of Officers receiving Battlefield Commissions (confirmed) and later Killed in Action During the Korean War

NAME SERIAL # RANK DATE OF DEATH

MAIRICH MARK W 2262058 SECOND LIEUTENANT 5/18/1951

RAMPENDAHL DIETER 2262063 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/7/1951

HARRIS CLARENCE A 2262079 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/4/1951

ROMERO GILBERT J 2262080 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/14/1951

LAND JOHN F 2262115 FIRST LIEUTENANT 2/6/1951

SJODIN JOHN R 2262120 FIRST LIEUTENANT 1/1/1951 MOH

ADAMS WILLIAM R 2262254 FIRST LIEUTENANT 11/30/1950

ENGLISH LEMUEL L 2262261 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/27/1950

KRAWCION NICK 2262262 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/7/1950

OSBORNE HAROLD H 2262263 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/26/1950

LEE ELVIN M 2262281 SECOND LIEUTENANT 10/30/1950

TAYLOR MARVIN E 2262287 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/16/1951

BOWSHIER RONALD C 2262291 SECOND LIEUTENANT 12/2/1950

NIXON CHARLES L 2262303 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/29/1951

GANDY JOHN E 2262309 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/26/1950

CLAYTON DALLAS E 2262318 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/30/1950

BARBEY JOHN C 2262324 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/12/1951

CROCKETT JOHN O 2262332 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/28/1950

HORNUNG FREDERICK 2262333 FIRST LIEUTENANT 11/25/1950

KELLY CARL L 2262336 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/12/1951

SMITH ALBERT W 2262340 FIRST LIEUTENANT 11/30/1950

SMITH JOSEPH W 2262370 SECOND LIEUTENANT 11/27/1950

HARVEY GEORGE W 2262406 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/15/1951

WILLIAMS GERALD F 2262412 SECOND LIEUTENANT 1/10/1951

COLTON EDWARD A 2262604 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/25/1951

KYLE DARWIN K 2262608 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/16/1951 MOH

LE BLANC GERALD C 2262609 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/25/1951

MOSS LAWRENCE D 2262677 FIRST LIEUTENANT 2/9/1951

LOVETT LEROY 2262763 FIRST LIEUTENANT 11/25/1951

BOYLE THOMAS D 2262789 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/23/1951

HANSEN JOHN L 2262816 SECOND LIEUTENANT 3/12/1951

TEMPLIN WILLIAM E 2262827 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/17/1951

CUOZZO PAUL A 2262850 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/6/1951

MAHONEY EDWIN F 2262880 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/16/1951

LEE JASPER W 2262881 SECOND LIEUTENANT 5/24/1951

SMITH WILLARD E 2262917 FIRST LIEUTENANT 3/25/1953

ATWOOD VIRGIL M 2262952 SECOND LIEUTENANT 6/3/1951

BURKE DOYLE J 2262982 SECOND LIEUTENANT 5/28/1951

SAWYER KENNETH E 2263011 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/16/1951

BOXLER ALVIN A 2263050 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/9/1951

MARTINSON ODVIN A 2263070 SECOND LIEUTENANT 7/6/1951

HEADLEY VERDUN E 2263087 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/8/1951

BALL DALE E 2263155 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/8/1951

SUDUT JEROME A 2263203 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/12/1951

HANSEN ANDREW G JR 2263214 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/21/1951

SHICK CHAUNCEY E 2263266 SECOND LIEUTENANT 9/8/1951

BUTTON LEONARD W 2263284 FIRST LIEUTENANT 5/13/1953

LARSON JASON C 2263554 SECOND LIEUTENANT 2/16/1952

COLLIER ROGERS B 2263556 FIRST LIEUTENANT 9/27/1952

COINER RANDALL E 2263765 SECOND LIEUTENANT 4/16/1953
























