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Entered the Service from: North Carolina
Died: 22-Nov-1944

Buried at: Plot P Row 9 Grave 2
Netherlands American Cemetery
Margraten, Netherlands

Awards: Purple Heart

Extract from 771st Tank Destroyer Battalion
After Action Report: 5 Nov — 30 Nov 1944

On 21 Nov 1944 Company A wae given the miseion of supporting the
attack of the 405th RCT on the high ~round to the north and eaet of
JVMENDORF. H-hour was set for 1030A. At 1000A the 3d platoon, Unper
command of lst Lt John Horton, left the assembly area in G:REONSwrILzR
and occupied firing poeitione in the locality of EK925639 at 1030QA.

Within a short time after taxing ur these positione, cmall arme fire
w/tracer came from vicinity BEECK and LIND:RN, Apparently these were
ranging shots, for immediately following SA fire 88mm guns opened fire
from high ground between BEECK and LINDERN and from southeastern edge of
BEECK., Weapons could not be clearly observed, but appeared to be dug-in
PRXw VI® or 88mm gune (AA-AT). Firet round from enemy gun was a direct

hit on destroyer of platoon commander, xilling plateéon leader and two
enlisted men, by name, Lt. Horton, t-5 Decicco, and Pvt. Jebavay. -gt.
Hedrick assumed command of the balance of the ~latoon and delivered fire
arainet the enemy gun positions, conestantly movins in the vicinity of the
origzinal nositions. A hit by enemy fire was sustained on turret of TD
commanded by Sgty Oeipovich and turret traverce wae Ja med. Flatoon cone-
tinued fire against enemy gune until tl.ey ceared fire. oroke wuag Ob=
served ricing from enemy rofitions rut vieribility warc too poor to te
certain of resulte of TD fire. Entire action lssted approximately fiftcen
(15) minutes, and at 1045A balance of platoon took up ;ositione to rear
of firing positions and continueé to watch for suitPle talets, Lut none
appeared




