
Colonel Joseph R. Loftin (Class 30-42) 

 
Colonel Loftin was born on June 1, 1920 and enlisted in the Army on October 21, 

1936. He rose to the rank of First Sergeant, before attending Officer Candidate 

School. He was commissioned a Second Lieutenant upon graduation from the Field 

Artillery Officer Candidate School at Fort Sill, Oklahoma on September 17, 1942. 

 

Promotion Dates: 

Captain on September 6, 1946 

Major on July 14, 1947 

Lieutenant Colonel on May 28, 1954 

Colonel on November 19, 1963 

 

He graduated from Command and General Staff College in 1956. 

His decorations include the Bronze Star, the Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, the 

Purple Heart and the Army Commendation Medal. 
 

 


