
LOYD  VAN  MCCARTHY JR                                        Class 23-66 

is honored on Panel 4W, Row 52 of 
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

Full Name: LOYD VAN MCCARTHY JR  

Wall Name: LOYD V MCCARTHY JR 

Date of Birth: 6/21/1943 

Date of Casualty: 3/16/1971 

Date of Death: 3/16/1971 

Home of Record: BORGER 

County of Record: HUTCHINSON COUNTY  

State: TX 

Branch of Service: ARMY  

Rank: CAPT  

Casualty Country: SOUTH VIETNAM  

Casualty Province: QUANG TRI  

 

 

 

CPT McCarthy was serving with Battery B, 4th Battalion, 77th Artillery (Aerial Rocket 
Artillery), 101st Airborne Division at the time of his death. He was the pilot of an AH-1G 
Cobra helicopter, returning from a mission in northern I Corps that went down in 
marginal weather. The other pilot on board the aircraft was CPT Charles David Allen, a 
graduate of Field Artillery OCS Class 22A-67. 
 

From www.flyarmy.org 
 

Name: CPT Loyd Van McCarthy, Jr.  
Status: Killed in Action from an incident on 03/16/1971 while performing the duty of 
Pilot. 
Age at death: 27.7 
Date of Birth: 06/21/1943 
Home City: Borger, TX 
Service: FA branch of the reserve component of the U.S. Army. 
Unit: B/4/77 ARA 101 ABN 
Major Organization: 101st Airborne Division 
Flight class: 69-18  
Service: FA branch of the U.S. Army. 
The Wall location: 04W-052 
Short Summary: Tried to beat weather. Crashed 4 - 5 k south of Quang Tri with CPT 
Charles D. Allen, Jr. 
Aircraft: AH-1G tail number 66-15310 
Service number: O5424027 
Country: South Vietnam 

http://www.vvmf.org/thewall/SearchResult=true/WithLike=1/FieldName=LastName/FieldValue=MCCARTHY%20JR
http://www.vvmf.org/thewall/SearchResult=true/FieldName=Birth_Date/FieldValue=06.21.1943
http://www.vvmf.org/thewall/SearchResult=true/FieldName=Casul_Date/FieldValue=03.16.1971
http://www.vvmf.org/thewall/SearchResult=true/FieldName=Death_Date/FieldValue=03.16.1971
http://www.vvmf.org/thewall/SearchResult=true/FieldName=Home_Recrd/FieldValue=BORGER
http://www.vvmf.org/thewall/SearchResult=true/FieldName=County/FieldValue=Hutchinson%20County
http://www.vvmf.org/thewall/SearchResult=true/FieldName=Home_St_Rc/FieldValue=TX
http://www.vvmf.org/thewall/searchresult=true/FieldName=Service/FieldValue=ARMY
http://www.vvmf.org/thewall/searchresult=true/FieldName=Rank_Code/FieldValue=CAPT
http://www.vvmf.org/thewall/searchresult=true/FieldName=Country/FieldValue=SOUTH%20VIETNAM
http://www.vvmf.org/thewall/searchresult=true/FieldName=Province/FieldValue=QUANG%20TRI
http://www.flyarmy.org/incident/71031634.HTM


MOS: 1982 = 19 Airfield Commander 
Primary cause: A/C Accident WX 
Major attributing cause: aircraft connected not at sea 
Compliment cause: vehicular accident 
Vehicle involved: helicopter 
Position in vehicle: aircraft commander 
Vehicle ownership: government 
Started Tour: 04/19/1970 
"Official" listing: helicopter air casualty - other aircrew 
The initial status of this person was: no previous report 
Length of service: * 
Location: Quang Tri Province I Corps. 
Military grid coordinates of event: XD357472 
Reason: aircraft lost or crashed 
Casualty type: Non-hostile - died of other causes 
married male U.S. citizen 
Race: Caucasian 
Religion: Roman Catholic 
The following information secondary, but may help in explaining this incident. 
Category of casualty as defined by the Army: non-battle dead Category of personnel: 
active duty Army Military class: officer 
This record was last updated on 08/20/1995 

Helicopter AH-1G 66-15310 

Information on U.S. Army helicopter AH-1G tail number 66-15310 
The Army purchased this helicopter 1167 
Total flight hours at this point: 00001698 
Date: 03/16/1971  
Incident number: 710316341ACD Accident case number: 710316341 Total loss or 
fatality Accident  
Unit: B/4/77 ARA 101 ABN 
The station for this helicopter was Camp Eagle in  
Number killed in accident = 2 . . Injured = 0. . Passengers = 0 
costing 673318 
Source(s) from which the incident was created or updated: Army Aviation Safety Center 
database.  
 
Crew Members:  
P CPT MCCARTHY LOYD VAN JR KIA 
P CPT ALLEN CHARLES DAVID JR KIA 
Accident Summary:  AIRCRAFT DEPARTED QUANG TRI, RVN, AT APPROX 2130 
HOURS IN ROUTE TO CAMP EAGLE, RVN. THE WEATHER WAS MARGINAL. 
AIRCRAFT STRUCK GROUND, UNDER POWER, IN A SHALLOW DESCENDING 
RIGHT TURN DESTROYING THE AIRCRAFT. 

 

http://www.flyarmy.org/K11305.HTM
http://www.flyarmy.org/K10024.HTM


In Honor of Loyd V. McCarthy, Jr.                                                                                                     
An Original Member of the 8th Battalion 4th Artillery  
BORGER NEWS HERALD  
McCarthy died serving his country  
BY Melissa Stroud 
News-Herald Staff Writer  

Loyd V. McCarthy was born and raised Borger. He died in Vietnam while serving his 
country as a Cobra helicopter pilot. On May 18, McCarthy's mother, Helen McCarthy, 
was presented with a membership certificate by Charles White, a member of the 8th 
Battalion 4th Artillery. McCarthy, who served two tours in Vietnam, was assigned to the 
battalion during his first tour in Vietnam. The certificate contains a map of the DMZ area 
in Vietnam and reflects some of the operations and names of the units supported by the 
battalion. It was designed by Fred B. James, an architect from San Antonio who also is 
a veteran of the battalion.  

"This is great," Helen said, looking at the framed certificate. "I'm so proud of it."  

During his first tour at Vietnam, McCarthy served as an artilleryman. When he finished 
that assignment he returned to the United States and trained to become a helicopter 
pilot, returning to Vietnam as a captain in 1970.  

McCarthy was killed March 16, 1971, when the helicopter he was flying crashed when 
he was returning from an operation near the Laotian border on what was to be his last 
flight. Helen said she and his family had been expecting him home the first of April. 
McCarthy was survived by his mother, his wife and daughter, his brother and his 
grandmother.  

McCarthy was Catholic and had a Catholic funeral service in Vietnam, Helen said. 
During his funeral service here, she was presented with the flag that was draped on his 
coffin in Vietnam.  

For his service in Vietnam with the United States Army, Loyd received many medals 
including the Distinguished Flying Cross, Bronze Star with Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Medal 
with V Device and 20 Oak Leaf clusters, Army Commendation Medal, Purple Heart with 
Two Oak Leaf Clusters, Vietnam Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Re 
public of Vietnam Campaign Ribbon, Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm 
Unit Citation, Republic of Vietnam Civil Action Honor Medal, First Class Unit Citation, 
and the Gallantry Cross with Silver Star.  

Helen said that her son was a quiet person and wouldn't say much until a person got to 
know him. Once he did get to know someone, "he'd talk up a storm," she said, laughing. 
Helen said he showed an interest in the military growing up and liked to explore. Once 
he found an Indian pot that is now on display at the Panhandle Plains Historical 
Museum in Canyon, she said.  

 

McCarthy, who was an Eagle Scout, graduated from Borger High in 1961 and attended 
Texas A&M University. Afterward he joined the United States Marine Corps Reserve 



and later enlisted in the United States Army where he was selected to attend Officer's 
Candidate School at Fort Sill in Lawton, Okla.  

After receiving his commission as a Second Lieutenant in Field Artillery, McCarthy was 
assigned to the 8th Battalion 4th Artillery, a 175 mm gun battalion. It was created in the 
spring of 1967 and departed to Vietnam in the summer of 1967. His battalion was 
assigned to the DMZ area, which is part of the membership certificate's design that 
McCarthy's mother received. In 1968, he was transferred to the 1st Battalion 44th 
Artillery, where he was wounded while protecting the outer approaches to the city of 
Hue.  

It was after finishing that first tour that McCarthy retrained as a helicopter pilot and 
returned to Vietnam.  

Memorial Day is a time to remember those who served and protected our country. It is a 
day to give honor and tribute to those who died serving this nation; people like Loyd V. 
McCarthy.  

8th Battalion, 4th Artillery Association Honors Members                                                                                                         
By Charles White  

Beginning in the year 2000, the veterans of the 8th Battalion 4th Artillery formed the "8th 
Battalion 4th Field Artillery Association,'' and began an extensive search for the former 
members of the battalion. Because Loyd McCarthy was one of the original officers that 
went to Vietnam with the battalion, several men had been searching for him for the last 
several years. Recent searches for veterans of the battalion included searches on the 
Internet, searches of social security databases, and the records on the "Wall" in 
Washington, D.C., for men killed in Vietnam. Although McCarthy's name is on the 
"Wall," it had always been assumed that the name on the wall was not the same Loyd 
McCarthy who first went to Vietnam with the battalion in 1967. This was because the 
date of McCarthy's death was reported to be over three years after McCarthy had first 
gone to Vietnam with the artillery battalion. Also, his Military Occupational Specialty was 
shown to be a helicopter pilot rather than an artilleryman.  

Because the wall information showed that McCarthy was from Borger, Texas, Amarillo 
attorney Charles G. White, who is a veteran of the battalion, decided to call persons 
named "McCarthy" in Borger. When White called Helen McCarthy and informed her that 
he was looking for Loyd V. Mc Carthy, Jr., who had served in Vietnam, he was not 
surprised when she said "I am his mother."  

"It was at that moment that I realized that Loyd must have retrained in helicopters and 
was later killed while serving, another, tour in Vietnam,'' White said.  

The members of the 8th Battalion 4th Field Artillery Association have been searching for 
the relatives of the battalion members who died in Vietnam so that they can honor their 
deceased brothers in a special way. While serving in Vietnam the battalion received the 
Naval Presidential Unit Citation, the Naval Meritorious Unit Commendation, and the 
Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm. The battalion now maintains an 
Internet web site at: http://www.8th-4th-arty.com 

http://www.8th-4th-arty.com/


By the end of 1972, according to Pentagon figures, 4857 helicopters of all types were 
lost by the United States in Vietnam. Even to this day, for veterans of the Vietnam war, 
the sound of helicopter rotors beating the air reminds them of their participation in 
America's longest war. To the artillerymen with whom McCarthy first began his service 
in Vietnam, the sound of a helicopter will forever remind them of the times when the 
helicopter provided them with aerial fire support, when the helicopter became the only 
source of resupply and transportation, and most importantly, mail from home. 


