
Colonel Norris D. McKinnis (Class 60-43) 

Colonel McKinnis enlisted in the Missouri National Guard Field Artillery on May 
17, 1937 and rose to the rank of First Sergeant. 

He was commissioned a Second Lieutenant upon graduation from the Field 

Artillery Officer Candidate School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma on April 15, 1943. 

His first assignment was to the Battery Executive’s Course at Fort Sill. 

Promotion Dates: 

First Lieutenant: February 11, 1944 

Captain on December 1, 1944 

Major on July 3, 1951 

Lieutenant Colonel March 11,1959 

Colonel on October 10, 1965 

Colonel McGinnis graduated from Command and General Staff College in 1953 

and the Armed Forces Staff College in 1957.  His awards and decorations include 
the Bronze Star, The Army Commendation Medal with 3 Oak-Leaf Clusters and the 

Purple Heart for wounds received during World War II. 



 

 


