




LTC McLaughlin was nominated for lifelong Distinguished Community Service. Even 

though he retired in 1970, he volunteered and was recalled for Desert Storm in 1991.  

As a first lieutenant he secured the approval of the Commanding General Fort Bliss to 

establish the Fort Bliss Federal Credit Union.  

In 2002 the Commanding General of Fort Bliss, Major General Stanley E. Green 

recommended him for induction into the Artillery OCS Hall of Fame and stated: 

“James L. McLaughlin started work on this project in November 1957 and 

followed through until it became a reality in January 1959. When he was a 

First Lieutenant stationed at Fort Bliss, he recognized the financial benefits 

to be reaped by our soldiers, retirees, and civilian employees that could 

only come from a credit union—high interest rates on savings and low 

interest rates on loans. He was the spearhead in this effort and served on 

the first Board of Directors. I admire his foresight…. The Fort Bliss Federal 

Credit Union has grown into a successful financial institution that is very 

supportive of our military community.”  

After retirement from the Army LTC McLaughlin served as a member of the Civic Center 

in the City of El Paso; a member and Chairman of the Mountain Committee-City of El 

Paso; established the Central District Civic Association, serving as its first President and 

continuing to serve as a Director; was a member and President of the Citizens Police 

Advisory Committee; and served as President of Parent Teacher Association in the 

Primary and Secondary schools that his children attended.  

 

 


