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Returning to Tennessee as a highly decorated war hero, he won election to the Tennessee House 

of Representatives, serving from 1948 to 1951. Joining the Tennessee National Guard, he quickly 

rose through the ranks to major general and was named Adjutant General for the State of Tennessee 

in 1968, serving until 1971. He led the Guard in suppressing civil unrest in Nashville following 

the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King in Memphis in 1968. 


