
Captain Kenneth E Rubin (Class 6-63) 

 

Captain Kenneth E Rubin was commissioned a Field Artillery Officer upon graduation from 

Artillery Officer Candidate School Class 6-63 on 29 Oct 1963. 

 

AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 

 

For extraordinary heroism in connection with military operations involving conflict with an armed 

hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam, while serving with 334th Assault Helicopter Company, 

145th Combat Aviation Battalion, 12th Combat Aviation Group, 1st Aviation Brigade. Captain 

Rubin distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions on 31 January 1968 as mission 

commander of a firefly-heavy fire team at Bien Hoa Air Force Base. As his team refueled in the 

early morning hours after their third mission, the base came under heavy rocket and mortar fire. 

Captain Rubin and his team immediately sought out the launching positions, directing 

devastating aerial rocket and machine gun fire into them. Returning to Bien Hoa after 

completing this and another engagement, they found the east end of the perimeter under 

intense automatic weapons attack. Captain Rubin exposed the enemy positions by flying low 

and attracting their fire, enabling his gunships to then rake the Viet Cong. His helicopter was hit, 

and both the pilot and gunner were wounded. He secured another ship, and next aided a 

ground unit which had sent an urgent request for gunship support. This accomplished, his team 

continued the search for the enemy. Locating a force of nearly two hundred Viet Cong, Captain 

Rubin directed his team in strikes on them, while he lay down a sheet of fire to keep the enemy 

from escaping. As daylight came, more hostile positions were discovered and silenced. Spotting 

two wounded Air Force guards caught between enemy forces, Captain Rubin directed his ships 

in an attack on the Viet Cong positions which annihilated them and permitted him to land and 

rescue the trapped men. He then coordinated with ground security forces as they swept the 

area and wiped out the remaining resistance. Captain Rubin's extraordinary heroism and 

devotion to duty were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect 

great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 


