
Colonel Merle D. Starr (Class 4-51) 

Colonel Starr was born on January 12, 1930. He enlisted in the Army on September 3, 

1948 and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant upon graduation from the Artillery 

Officer Candidate School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma on October 23, 1951. 

He served in the Korean War and in Vietnam. He commanded an Anti-Aircraft Artillery 

Battery in 1954, served as an Advisor in Vietnam in 1965 and in 1975 commanded a Basic 

Combat Training Battalion at Fort Bliss, Texas. He later served as Director of Personnel 

and Community Services and culminated his career as the Chief of Staff, U. S. Army Air 

Defense Center, Fort Bliss.  

He was the National Armed Services YMCA Military Volunteer of the Year in 1979. 

His awards and decorations include the Legion of Merit, The Bronze Star, the Air Medal, 

the Army Commendation Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters and the Combat 

Infantryman Badge. 


